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Rae’Ven Larrymore Kelly to Star in Kohl Players’ World Premiere 
of Bannister and Hurd’s Turpentine Jake
Perfs begin July 31, 2008
The Kohl Players, young LA Theatre Company focusing on civil rights drama, premieres Turpentine Jake, announced Kohl Players’ Artistic Director, James E. Hurd, Jr. Performances begin on Thursday, July 31, 2008 and end on Sunday August 24, with opening night set for Friday, August 1.
Rae’Ven Larrymore Kelly of A Time to Kill  and “Buffy the Vampire Slayer” leads a cast of 15 in the period drama, Turpentine Jake, focusing on the turpentine slaves of 1937 Florida, and featuring original work songs and folktales. For more than 100 years after the last cotton plant was plucked by an unpaid Black hand, turpentiners tapped the longleaf pines, harvesting pine gum fourteen hours a day, but earning less each week than they were forced to spend on food and clothing in the company store. “The onliest way out is to die out,” says a seasoned worker in the play Turpentine Jake, Bannister and Hurd’s poetic look at the extraordinary lives of the Blacks enslaved by debt peonage, but freed by their stories, songs, rootwork, and magic. 
The cast includes a talented group of performers familiar to LA and national stage and screen audiences: Catero Colbert, Eljaye, Jerome Hawkins, Angel Helaire, Jim Holmes, James E. Hurd, Jr., Rae’Ven Larrymore Kelly, Josh Nazaroff, Julius Noflin, Ebony Perry, Patrick Rafferty, Quent Schierenberg, Derek Shaun, Carlin Smith, Anthony G. Smith, Tory Smith, and Maynard Dean Wade.
The design team for Turpentine Jake includes David Potter (scenic), Michael Fullman (lighting), Megan Long (sound), and Lauren Bernard (costumes).

James E. Hurd, Jr. and Jim Holmes will direct. Past Kohl Players productions Hurd has helmed include: One Sunday in Mississippi, Room 1222 and Cul De Sac, seen in Los Angeles, Winston-Salem, Savannah, New York, San Francisco, and Tallahassee. Holmes’ recent directing credits include The Laramie Project by Moises Kaufman for Loyola Marymount University last spring, A Gift From Heaven by David Steen at The Beverly Hills Playhouse, and Badge for the Hayworth Theatre, Los Angeles Celebrity Reading series with Carol Kane.  He won a Drama Critics Circle Award for his direction of David Steen’s Avenue A at the CAST Theatre Los Angeles and directed a revival in 2001 off-Broadway. Writing partners Linda Bannister and James E. Hurd, Jr. have penned four Black/White themed scripts together. Bannister is the holder of the Daum Professorship of the Bellarmine College of Liberal Arts, Loyola Marymount University, Los Angeles. Turpentine Jake is Hurd’s second turn as Director/Writer/ Lead Actor in a Kohl Players Production.
The Kohl Players dedicate themselves to drama of diversity, both contemporary and historical, and seek to illuminate the intersections of Black and White America. 
A Preview Performance of Turpentine Jake is set for Thursday, July 31, 2008 at 8:00pm. Opening night is Friday August 1 at 8:00pm. The regular performance schedule is Friday and Saturday at 8:00pm and Sunday at 3:00pm. Preview tickets are a $10.00 donation; regular tickets are $25.00, $20.00 for students and seniors (62+). Tickets are on sale beginning July 10 at the Central Ticket Agency and may be purchased by calling 310.338.7588. Further information about the production can be found at www.kohlplayers.com.

The Del Rey Theater is located on the Loyola Marymount University campus, 1 LMU Drive, North Hall 102, Los Angeles, CA 90045. Parking is available behind and alongside the theatre.

