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Th@r\) are “‘ar‘-) slories in
istory of African-Am,
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s that his grandiather, Jake
s rich memaries of his town,
cately calls “Wewa ™ "Il was 2 small tewn
ewrvong knew evaryone and [ grew up en a farm, " <
b “The farm was abaut three miles from a river and
of a mile from a lake, 20 ] grew up fish
g all the things a kid would de en
a5 and chickens and grew vegetables
and stuff. so llearned early on at what the full cycle of ke was
ehout.”

Furd's grandiather, Jake, as many strong grandfather figures,
offered wise counsel that helped to shape young Hurd Jr ‘s adult
life: Jake Hurd, whe was bom in 1887, regaled young James,
whe lived with his gran-ifather and grandmother from the age
o‘ three o the age of seventeen, with Ihles of slavery and the

5 t whustry. "My f "5 parenis were
s!avz-.s satd Hurd Hn: Jgnndrathvr Jalee Hurd's} father was
14 o1 15 years old when slavery was abolished in 1865 "

“Turpentine Jake” and "Poet of the Swingn' Blade™ were
written by Janes E. Hued, Jr. and Linda Banni “James
ahvays wanted to do samel his grandlather,” said Linda
Bannister. “ And when he teld me about the 1u||1vnllnr|r;dus ny
from his grandiather's perspective, | hadn't heard of it. ™ The
urpenting industry had debt pecnage, that effe: ively enslaved
pecple up until the 1970° "It was brutal,” ssid Bannister
"These people were lynched, they were beaten, the woads
riders would go out in the waods after the turpentiners i they
ware trying to get away o if they weren't warking up to what
the White boss thoughl was apaeopriate. They would beai them
with whips or even shoot them.” The |Jlnu and film details a
chapter in the annals of African American has not
been previously revealad, - mpetus to e
people about & piece of American -uuo;y that was lost,” said
Eennister
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There was a tremendous ameunt of research nvelved for the
project, a true labor of love, Hurd, Jr. and Bannister spent many
nights burning the midnight oil, going over old newspaper
articles, accounts and books. They also gamered hundreds of

lr-lefu-euus in order to obtain an acc_urgw pcf .a--a] of Jake Hurd
were still

arandiather,” said B?r.nis:e' of the i
interview subjects up to 100 years of age. "It's anr‘uum,m skmeq

between these pwple Jake is a folk hero, alegend.”
ment industry.

as "Batman,”

He's worked on sevcral pt}pu‘ *prodachom
"Murder She Wrote,” “Sneakers” and "Li
you would see and hear, we would make .he er.ul:on‘.'rem for
that,” said Hurd dr. "W did My ze's lce Palace on Batman.
[t was a whole crew of us, but we did that stuff.”
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p 1 in mewies, doc and books, still has
many accounts to be toid. Be sure to check out the scree
on December 5. Witness an unheralded vepon of a piece
of histary that shouid be spotiighted,
James E. Hurd, Jr. is definitely one of the People You
Should Know




