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Tuesday - December 5"
Filmmaker James E. Hurd, Jr.

Presents “Turpentine Jake” and
“Poet of the Swingin’ Blade”

Based on the Turpentine Industry the Revealing Play
and the Powerful Film Short Shed Light on Debt
Peonage Servitude in Turpentine Camps in So. Florida

LOS ANGELES, CA- Vigler-
an film and lelevision actor
et playwrighvfimmak-
ar, James E. Hurd, Jr. will
oresent scenss from the
stage play Turpeniine
Jake" and a short film “Poet
of Ihe Swingin' Bade® anc
stage play “Turpentine
Jake" bath, stores about
the hardships and debt pe-
onage serviude that Blacks
facad In the eady 1500's
Ireaugh the 1960's al the
Kohl Players in Los Ange-
les on Tuesday, December
5, 2006 These works are
essontally “Blues Dramas”
History bogks ga info
great calail sbout slaves
working In (e cotlon. felds
and now James E. Hurd
sheds light on the plight of
workors wha got caught up
in & system hat produced
ultimatedy zero income for
haare laberers in hupentine
camps in Flarida's pan
nandle. So called “hlred™
workers agresd 1o wark in
the fores! cutling down and
chipping away at lrees to
exiract 1he sap, which
would be taken fo dislifler-
s % make furpentine for
varous medicinal and In-
dustrial pposss.
According to the wrilers,
James E. Hurd, Jr. and Pro-
fesser Linda Bannisler,
Ph.O., the workers' quotas
of cutting 2500 treas per

Tarpentine warkers worked under harsh conditions not
unsimilar to enstavement until the late 1960's

cay, par man wire likeraly
back breaking work. f you

did net make: your quola:

you would be fogged or
penalized menstardy |n
cxchangs for their work,
laborers would receive
housing and necossary
items such as food and loi-
lelrins with huge mark-ups
thia they woed buy in & gen-
eral stare, Thay ware also
encauraged lo buy alcohol
o koep Ihom drunk and
manageabla. The cosl of
these iems would then be
deducted from thelr sata-
fies, leaving them vitually
penniless.

Hurd’s stores are based

on raality, His grandtalher
Jake Hurd, whe he de-
scribes ax & isll proud man--
Iy Black men known &s
Turoenting Jake was one
of thasa vicims wha finally
cvercame the system,
Papa Jawe woukl bell young
Hurd what happaned ta the
men working in thase lur-
penting camps in South
Flofida_ ! s his stary as well
a5 those he krew. Thess
men were beaten flogged
and hung for any excuse,
There were alsc heallh
hazards such as Exposure
lo carcinogens however
lang lerm affects were nol
documented. They were
also subject, 1o bears,
walves and danger from
wid animals in the fores!.
If warkers riesd i run away
watds liders would come
&hter them like slaves aven
though Ihey were freed
men, fine them for bad con-

See “Turpentine...” page §
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“Turpentine Jake” and “Poet of the

dued and lake thel salulas
away.

Thelr warking coadiions
and tarms were a calch
fwenty-twa ravolving door
with /i way oul. Thesranly
comforl cama when they
galhered logelhar al night
singing songs much lke
the blues set to the rhythm
af fool lapping and har-
manica playing and teling
myths based on the jwest
and spirls, This was their
only entertaiament. Some
say boogie-woagla had il's
redls In the music ol the
lurpenting waorkers.

In belel, urpeniine wark.
&rs used bwo kinds of rhat-
orfc avallable 1o (hoss on
ihe marglns: subvarsive
conversalion {masced by
subllatles unavailable to
the whiles thay engeged)
and fokiales {markod by a
gharificalion of te physical
and menlal prowess of the
warker horoas featured,
noling their sirang connec-
lier 1o the satiral warld,
and capendence an lhe
supatnatural workd il repre-
santed). This ihalorc had
tha powss of maniiation
over hase wha wodld ax-
chude hem, and a slrength
ol spieiiuatity nuriured by he
word araund them,

“Posl of the Swingin
Blade® Is such & lale
caughl on i'm as spoken
word poetry in mot on whi e
Ihe accompanylng slage
way “Turpesiing Jake® de-
picls the cuel and lorur-
ous hardship In the lle af
Ihese camp [aborers. The
indusiry was nol limiled lo
the South bul slarted In the
Norlh 0 as Irees waro
deplated they moved wodk-
s south o Georgla and
Ihe Flarka ragians were it
bocame big businass. The
mylhs surrounding the
worke!s arn an uing
part of this piece, Inchuding

Swingin’ Blade”

5 o7 e
Chid warksrs ware u: dmmnlyh thess sbunbes campa.

part of Inls piece, |-r|r.ﬁ.|dlrl[|
Torest slorles.

Jamas E. Hurd, Jr. has an
sylensive Bxperience as
&n actar In fims including
“Columius Day”, *Some-
thirg Wild", anc "Repa
Jake"; talevision sarlos b
cluding Tha Precinct,
General Hosaitai, and Myr-
der She Wrote, and theatre
inciuding Eldridge Claav-
er's "Soul on lza”, Mighty
Genis, and of course "Tur-
penting Jake” In acdition

to filmmaking and writing,
Hurd worked for over a de-
cade in the arl deparimanis
of fealure Mms Including
*The. Five Heartbaais,
Sneakers, Hexl Frday, Bat-
man, Whel Lies Beneath.
[Or. Linda Bannister is a
professor af Englsh al Loy-
ola Marymoun| University
in Los Angeles and earned
her Ph.0. in Rhetoric, Line
guistics, and Lileralure
fraem, U.5.C. She and wiil-
ing patner James E. Hurd,
Jr. had ther play "One Sur
cay In Mississip” seleci
#d for presenizton at the
Nationsl black Theatre
Fastival in Winstan-Salem
1 2003, and their work has
&'50 been seen al various
theatre venues in the Los
Angeles area.

Whether plcking cotien
of cuting trees, the burden
of these fieids 1o forest In-
dusiries lay en the back of
predominanlly Blagk mon
and women. James £
Hurd, Jr. will presen] the
soreen ng af “Poat of the
Swingin® Bigde™ and his
play “Turpentne Jake'In a
right of siaged readings
wilh the Kohl Players, an
organization that he found-
e wilh co-wriling parrer
Linga Bannister, sched-
uled for December 5, 200€.
Deors open at 645 pm
with Showtime al 7:30
sherpl The Hohl Players
are localed a 5288 W.
‘Washinglen Blvd, {al Burn-
side) in Los Angalas, CA
rrore infarma:
fion, call (323) 5480026




